


Festivals & Events
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In Uruma City, various festivals and events are held throughout the year.
The largest festival is the Uruma City Festival in October, featuring
performing arts, bullfighting, live concerts and a full schedule of note
thy entertainment. S
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Cultural assets
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Historic Sites, Ruins and

4' I Cultural Treasures
In Uruma City, numerous historic sites and ruins survive from
the gusuku (castle) period, Ryukyu Dynasty, and more recent
times, ranging from historic sites linked with Ryukyu creation
myths to habitation sites of thousands of years ago.
Uruma City protects these historical sites and ruins with great
,\ care as vestiges of the City’s cultural heritage and history, a
value that will be passed on to succeeding generations.

26 | >3 mRES 2015

Ji5 30 P JEL 5 I BB 20~ B0 AR RIS R S L7
HuEI B 6% 0 3CE (MH7- 6 811IF, BB X 295%) A3 17 S
WTCOET, B THIAR294 (18964F) DHbEIB %
DICGHIZER D LM BEBI R SRS i3 w728 e
WHTEDYE TR Y MEH D3RI B T IS
ST BRI 702 112 HE b ¢ L TR
DITFED R EFTHIIE 2 71 5 B xR e g,

| 45 AL

Cultural assets
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Tales of Great Men
From the days of the Ryukyu Kingdom up through modern times, many eminent
figures have emerged from the lands making up Uruma City. Here are four of the
great people who contributed not only to the community, but also to the develop-
ment of all of Okinawa.
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Zenko (Bu-ten) Onaha, 1897 ~ 1969

Zenko Onaha moved from Kadena to Ishikawa after World War Il. He was a dentist by profession and
such a skilled performer of Ryukyuan arts that he could put even professionals to shame.

Amidst the devastation right immediately after the end of the war, he would travel around carrying his
sanshin went from house to house. With his smile and humor, he gave people the hope to live and carry
on, saying “We survivors have to pick ourselves up and live again. Celebrate life (nuchinu-gusuji-sabira)!"
He later came to be known as the “Charlie Chaplin of Okinawa.” Zenko Onaha had a tremendous influence
on the post-war restoration of local communities and the performing arts in Okinawa.
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% i :"'g"_ L Koshin Shikiya, Educator and First Governor of the Oki-
¢ = ’:’E nawa Civilian Administration, 1884 ~ 1955
,‘ﬁ 1 E L After serving as principal of the Okinawa Prefectural Daini Junior High School,
E 9 * l he led the Okinawa educational community through his enthusiastic commit-
B( 5 D ment to education, founding Okinawa’ s first nongovernment institution, Kainan
H'\‘T 5 i i-E Junior High School, among other achievements. He also took office as the first
*)] % Ry Governor of the Okinawa Civilian Administration in 1946, and devoted himself to
1‘% 5 3 the postwar recovery of Okinawa. In 1952, he was installed as the first president
0 = 'I'§ of the University of the Ryukyu. His dedication cultivated many, many talented
$ — people and sent them out to serve society.
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Chobin Heshikiya, Scholar of Japanese Literature, 1700
~ 1734

Chobin Heshikiya authored the Kumi-odori dance “Temizu-no-En.” He was the
greatest scholar of Japanese literature in modern Okinawan history. During the
period of hardship under the rule of the Satsuma Clan, he was modest about his
status as a member of the samurai class and looked with warmth to farmers and
others in need by providing them assistance. In 1727, he was stationed in Heshi-
kiya as the steward of the land and dug reservoirs for farmers worried about
water shortages. The “Heshikiya-takino” mound was built with the dirt removed
to make these water basins.
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Anmei Majikina, Physician and Prefectural Assembly-
man, 1884 ~ 1935

As a physician, Anmei Majikina had the responsibility of caring for the health of
residents, yet he also ran for and was elected to the Prefectural Assembly in 1929
with the goal of improving the regional economy, municipal administration and
education. To preserve the farmlands in the Yonashiro district, he was able to
have the area included in the Okinawa Prefecture 15-Year Promotion Plan. He
devoted his energy to the work of constructing embankments along the entire
coastal area as well as promoting farmland consolidation projects, public works
programs, farm roads, and river projects.
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Scenes from “lkei Mura Yuso”
Following the Footsteps of Sai Taitei

“Ikei Mura Yuso” is a collection of Chinese
poems that Sai Taitei, a poet who
composed traditional Chinese poems that
lived during the last days of the Ryukyu
Kingdom, composed in 1849, depicting
the scenery on his way to lkei Village (Ikei
Island), which was then his father’s
domain. The collection was first identified
in 2012.

The collection comprises 30 poems, of
which 20 are works penned in Uruma City.

Here, we follow the route that Sai Taitei
took as he walked to lkei Village and his
thoughts as he contemplated the scenery.
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Local Specialties and Signature Products
Specialties are made by the people of Uruma City with great passion, borrowing from the blessings of abundant water, rich
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land and the beautiful sea. Signature products are created by the wisdom of the residents in conjunction with the natural
features of Uruma City. Both boast of the pride held by the people of Uruma City.
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Tsuken Island

— 55 > q
| ,i—\':&%‘_m:m\ll Yakena Strait
Ji.}& ‘ Known as Okinawa’s Seto Inland Sea, the Yakena

SIHEDFEEESE W\VHONBE (T . Strait, which winds between small islands, is serene and
INSDEDBIEIREELIZPD tranquil.

Tsuken Island is also known as “carrot
island.” Carrots are grown in most of the
island’s fields.
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The classic image of Okinawa is not
~and nature of Hamahiga Islands:~
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On to Uruma Just Ahead

Yokatsu Peninsula juts out into the Pacific Ocean from the east coast of central region
of the Okinawa main island. Bridges join Henza, Miyagi, Hamahiga and lkei islands,
which are accessible at the end of the Kaichu-doro Causeway, and boats departing from
Heshikiya Port bring travelers to and from Tsuken Island. Then, it’s on to Uruma just
ahead where the scenery of classic Okinawa remains strong.
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IROKEN DD

B Henza Island ';H

. The sea beyond lkei Island continues out to thé !
Ikel Island o = Henza Island once flourished as a
vast expanse of the Pacific Ocean. way-stop for Maran trading ships.
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