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Uruma City, located along the eastern coastline of
the central region of mainland Okinawa, was born on
April 1st, 2005 through the merger of four
municipalities-Gushikawa City, Ishikawa City,
Katsuren Town and Yonashiro Town. Its population is
approximately 116,000 and land area is 8600 ne.

The city is home to many invaluable historical and
cultural heritages including the Katsuren Castle
Remains, a World Heritage site, and also to numerous
traditional cultures such as Eisa dance, bullfighting,
and lion dance, which have been nurtured in each of
the four former municipal regions and passed on for
generations.

Having the sea, beaches, and other resources
suitable for tourism and leisure activities, such as Sea
Road (Kaichu-doro: the Road Through the Sea) and
Tsuken Island, Uruma City is building its tourism for
longer stays by utilizing its rich nature and diverse
culture, to develop further as one of the major citiesin
Okinawa Prefecture.

We live in a tumultuous time-worsening fiscal
conditions at the national and regional levels,
declining birth rates, aging of population, and the
needs of people are varying like never before-but
Uruma City clearly seesits position in the midst of the
changes to administrative and fiscal conditions. The
city is committed to work with its citizens to develop a
new form of administrative services that benefits the
interests of all.

We will do this by paying respect to the history,
traditional culture, and will of people in each of the
four former municipalities, which have been formed
over many years; only then the people will
acknowledge the merger as a successful one, one that
preserves the distinct colors of the regions and their
people. We fully intend on building an Uruma City
that people can be proud of for generationsto come.

This administrative guide introduces Uruma City
in its entirety under the theme "Linking person to
person, heart to heart, and dream to dream”, a city
that looks to a brighter future by integrating the
history, culture, and tradition of the former
municipalities.

It is with a genuine pleasure that we introduce this
guide in the hopes that it will increase understanding
of our city.
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Uruma City

O On April Ist, 2005, four municipalities merged info-one to gl.ve‘bﬁ’lb -to 'U_pumg 'Ctﬁ/'-a new city replete with world heritages of historical
value, rich nature, and traditional culture. The city will begzn lts-h-tstoﬂ) zz'naw Evufivmll freasure its unique characteristics to build a city to
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Location and Geography

Located in the central region of mainland
Okinawa and overlooks to the east the Pacific
Ocean, a city of small isands and urban land

On April 1st, 2005, four municipalities
formerly known as Gushikawa City, |shikawa
City, Katsuren Town, and Yonashiro Town
merged into one and Uruma City was born. It is
located 25 km to the northeast of Naha City
along the eastern coastline, in the central
region of mainland Okinawa, and is adjacent to
the Kin Bay to the east and the Nakagusuku
Bay on the south.

A peninsula extends southeast, and over its
northern and eastern seas spread eight
inhabited and non-inhabited islands. Five of
them are linked to the mainland by Sea Road

and bridges.
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‘Historic sitesand r ns abound. Don’t miss them on your visit to Uruma!

<Jruma City is homefto a World Heritage site and other precious cultural heritages, as well as nature-rich parks

+ and-emerald green Peaches. These sites are easily accessible since they are all located in the centrally region of
Okinawa. Draw upfyour own plans and enjoy them asyou like.
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History of URUMA
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World Heritage
Katsuren Castle Remains

-usxnsijey  To0o3zoyd

Eﬁ R EE D7 A2 B OB MGE e B

Ty

VBT FUZFE DI RIS > F)b o

MR B, BEAK B IS B B BRI . BOFRCE RO FReASE LT uo
N e, MECRRE IR LA L) . BRI (G
$h)) QRS MEERD, KT V7. HAKLE OIS E
FORRERBDE LTz
WY AATHEINTEY . SR B i

Wik, PTICEEO &  BIEM OS2 0L R %
WBTEHI LR, HAMICREE
ERATWBHZ LR E, EDOTREZVHFMFZMATHET,
IR DR b T E 7o TR O — DMl T o PRlildR#E L 5o
ZRHICIE, 7T=F RIS TwE L7z, 2IHh 5655605 HEITHEART,
o I — s 2 RIS, ARSI IS 2 B 1l % 2 BICIZAIE TS
P ZTebbEREELRONTT,

—of

(0]
K
o+
[}

Uruma City’s World Renowned
Historical Symbol

he Katsuren Castle on the Katsuren Peninsula, which is

located in the central region of mainland Okinawa, was

the residence of Amawari, a powerful lord who resisted
the Ryukyu Kingdom until the end when the Kingdom was fast
gaining control and stability. It prospered through trades with
China, mainland Japan and other Southeast Asian countries.

The castle was built around an isolated hill with sharp
slopes all around to afford a clear view of the four directions,
which helped in spotting enemy presence from afar, and it also
had an excellent port on the south side. The castle had all the
geographical advantages one would want.

At the peak of the remains is a castle compound. In the time
when the Katsuren Castle enjoyed glorious prosperity, there
was an arched gate. A view from the compound is quite
spectacular-one can see the entire Katsuren region, a chain of
mountains in the north, and the Chinen Peninsula over the sea
in the south.

photo002.Katsuren-jo-site
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The Valiant Katsuren Ruler
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Amawari grew up in a farming family, and was
popular among locals as Katsuren's child prodigy. One
day, tired of the misrule of the ruler at the time,

ETHALETHSZImNLILY
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Amawari led the people to rise in revolt and defeated
the ruler, becoming the new ruler of Katsuren himself.
The young ruler was admired and respected by the
people, and under his rule Katsuren became powerful
through overseas trading. In time it became so powerful
that it was a threat to the throne, causing Sho Tai Kyu,
the king of the Ryukyu Kingdom at the time, to send his
own daughter, Momotofumiakari, to be the young
ruler's wife.

In 1458, Amawari toppled Gosamaru, the king's chief
vassal, and set on to dethrone the king. His schemes,
however, became known to his wife and consequently
the king himself, and eventually Amawari was defeated
by the Shuri forces.
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Cultural Heritages-From Generation to Generation

Historic Sites and
Cultural Properties of
Uruma City
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Cultural heritages tell us about the people in ancient times and how they came to create their own distinct culture.

Numerous cultural properties and traditional performing arts of significant value still remain in Uruma City. It is our responsibility to pass these

cultural heritages on to the next generation, which our ancestors have nurtured and preserved for generations, for they are academic, performing arts, and

historic heritages.
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Legendary

Figures of
Uruma City

SDFMDHES T, HiEE
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These legendary figures accompli-
shed great things for Uruma City-but
they made even greater contributions
to the development of Okinawals edu-
cation, culture, and performing arts.

The spotlight is cast on four
figures: Zenko Onaha provided laugh-
ter to lift the spirits of Okinawans in
the post-war years, and Koshin Shikiya
as the first governor of the Okinawa
Civil Government, was instrumental in
the rebuilding of Okinawa. Anmei Ma-
jikina played a crucial role in preserv-
ing cropland, and Chobin Heshikiya, a
scholar of Japanese literature, left us
many remarkable works.

712" 53%h HREB2006
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Let'sCelebrate Life

Onaha was a dentist who had extraordinary talent for Ryukyuan performing arts that
dazzled even the professional performers. He moved from Kadena to Ishikawa after the

ar.

People called him "Buten" with affection, and his comic monologue caught the spirit of
his generation. After the war, when Okinawans were dealing with an extraordinary sense
of loss on a war-ravaged land, Buten visited door-to-door with a sanshin in his hand and
preached: "survivors have to pick themselves up and go on. Let[s celebrate life (Nuchino-
gusu-sabira)." He gave lethargic Okinawans hope and will to live through it all with
laughter and humor.

He later came to be called "Chaplin of Okinawa", and his great influence on the
post-war Okinawan performing arts and social restoration remains vivid to this day.

HEREICRALEE. MEZRRT

EEE %E(bi’(‘-’-:ﬁbh) 1884~1955 HERBFFIHE Koshin Shikiya
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ZiEUTc,

Wishing Happiness for People

In April 1904, Shikiya enrolled to study at a higher normal school in Hiroshima Prefec-
ture as a scholarship student, the only one from Okinawa. After graduation he taught in
Okayama and Kumamoto Prefectures, always leading his students with confidence. After
the war, he was appointed to be the first governor of the Okinawa Civil Government in
1946 and worked hard to restore his ravaged homeland.

He became the first president of the University of the Ryukyus in 1952, and was hon-
ored with a Doctor of Humanity title from Stanford University. Always the humble one,
Shikiya never expected returns or favors for his deeds; he taught thousands of students
and dedicated his life to rebuilding Okinawa.
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A Literary Talent Born in a Tumultuous Time

When Okinawa was still under control of the Satsuma Clan and suffered from its mis-
rule, Chobin Heshikiya, arguably the best scholar of Japanese literature in modern Okina-
wan history, was one of the rare few who hel ped the farmers and othersin need.

Heshikiya was appointed to the position of land agent in 1727, and after seeing farm-
ers deprived of water, he dug up holding ponds for them. The "Heshikiya-takino" mound is
made from this dug-up dirt.

Heshikiya had an enormous influence on the production of many post-Meiji Okinawan
plays, such as "Temizuno-midori", which is a major Kumi-odori dance that celebrates
love, and "Hinkaki". He was brought down in the Heshikiya-Tomoyose Affair of 1734 and
crucified as a result.
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In Search for Better Living Standards

Anmei Majikina, also called the "Guardian of Yokatsu" with affection, was a doctor in
the Yokatsu region who was elected as a member of the prefectural assembly in 1929.

Although the Yonashiro and Katsuren regions are located along a lengthy coastline,
there was no seawall back then and every year the farmlands near the coast were badly
damaged from typhoons and heavy rainfall. To end this vicious cycle, Majikina stood up
and built sturdy banks and seawalls for protection, and was instrumental in getting Yokat-
su included in the "Okinawa Prefecture 15-Year Promotion Plan" of 1933. He also had a
hand in projects like the seawall construction along the entire coast of the Yokatsu area,
land consolidation, road construction, and river conservation works.

. 53FH MAEB2006



	発刊のあいさつ
	コンテンツ
	うるま市の沿革
	第一章・人つなぐ未来へ
	第二章・自然・レジャー・文化・まつり
	第三章・自慢のうるま産
	第四章・EMプロジェクト
	第五章・未来を担う人づくり
	第六章・快適に暮らす環境づくり
	第七章・活力あふれる産業づくり
	第八章・行政・議会
	資料編
	写真で見るうるま市



