sEm 713015\ N D
EEDOLD




@060

et
=

Agriculture

Harvesting the Future — Promotion of Agriculture and Dairy Farming

Agricultural items raised and harvested in Uruma City comein a variety — sugar cane, flowers, vegetables, fruits, beef, and pork among others. Particularly large is the pro-
duction of ornamental plants such as chrysanthemum and western orchid, as the city is one of few areas in Okinawa that produces and ships flowers.In order to effectively pro-
mote agriculture and farming villages and bring out the best of their regional specialties, the city will take measures to improve farmland functions by building agricultural in-
frastructure such as harvesting ground and roads, training young farmers, and encouraging farmers to incorporate their business.

Through this process the city will identify new specialty goods that best reflect the region’s distinct character, and also brand and expand the sales network of existing spe-
cialty goods (carrot, tea, butter bean, gumbo, flowers, etc.), to infuse a new life into the city’ s agriculture and develop it as a whole.

Branding and the expansion of sales network are also critical in dairy farming as well. The city is also committed to take measures to reduce air/water pollution and other
environmental problems, while considering the living environment of its people for further development.
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Living with the Fertile Sea - Promotion of Fisheries

Fisheries in Uruma City are showing signs of growth as the city has developed into one of few mozuku seaweed production areas in Okinawa. However, further promotion
and expansion are necessary to bring stability to the industry, asit still needs processing facilities and other related facilities.

Through branding and the expansion of the sales network the city aims to increase sales of its specialty goods such as mozuku seaweed and sea grape, and bring stability to
the industry.

The industry is making a shift from fishing to cultivation and steering itself to promote sustainable fisheries for increased stability.

Training has to be conducted to secure and develop human resources that will take the city’s fisheries into the next generation and beyond. Infrastructure has to be built to
bring management stability. Last but not least, measures will be taken to protect and preserve the sea environment, like preventing red soil run-off and keeping fishing grounds
in good conditions.

Fishery operators knowledge of the sea will be fully utilized in working with the tourism and leisure industry — and to promote fisheries in a completely new way.
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The Nakagusuku Bay Shiko Area is designated as a special free trade zone, and expectations run high for it to become a process-and-trade type industrial hub. A number of
businesses in the Area deal with cutting-edge technologies in the fields of information technology, biotechnology, and environment, as they are positioned to be the key players

of the “ research core city” .

Expectations are also high for manufacturers dealing in biotechnology like EM to make products that improve health and environmental conditions, since the city is trying
to create a new industry under the theme of health and longevity, and also jumpstart its existing industries.
While the construction of the Uruma City I T Business Support Center has been completed, more facilities are being built to lure major communication companies and devel-
op future entrepreneurs who have roots in the region. In order to create a new information and communication industry, revitalize local economy, and create more jobs, the city
is building the Area to be one of the largest in the prefecture, equipped with communication infrastructure.
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Bustling Businesses Abound - Promotion of Commerce

In order to improve the city’s commercial environment and its existing business districts, we are taking measures to develop and lure various businesses and attract invest-
ments. Community spaces will be built so that people can get together and interact, creating a bustling commercial environment to which businesses congress.

The city will also make its commitment to strengthen its management base, promote modernization and sharing of information and assets, develop successors and various
organizations. It will also organize events, etc. and make all sorts of information accessible to the public.

The tourismindustry is expected to grow dramatically in the coming years and is therefore is considered an important industry of the city. The city’s rich tourism resources
include a World Heritage site in the Katsuren Castle Remains, a host of historic and cultural heritages, beautiful sandy beaches, and many more. Uruma City is striving to cre-

ate values that cannot be experienced anywhere else.
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I nternational Exchange
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peace in the world.
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In this day and age, the widespread use of the Internet is accelerating internationalization and digitalization,
making it important to build a society in which people of different cultural backgrounds understand and respect
one another. Intercultural exchanges can promote mutual understanding and serve to become a cornerstone of

Uruma City is working with schools and organizations to cultivate children to have a global vision and know-

how to utilize information. Some of the efforts include the hiring of native English speaking teaching assistants, or-
ganizing English story-telling contests, enhancing English-related activities at elementary schools, and offering
short-term study abroad programs for junior high school students.

Uruma City also has ties with Daging City of Heilongjiang Sheng, China, which began after Uruma City came
to the aid of Daging City when it was struck with a devastating flood.
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