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Uruma City, located along the eastern coastline of
the central region of mainland Okinawa, was born on
April 1st, 2005 through the merger of four
municipalities-Gushikawa City, Ishikawa City,
Katsuren Town and Yonashiro Town. Its population is
approximately 116,000 and land area is 8600 ne.

The city is home to many invaluable historical and
cultural heritages including the Katsuren Castle
Remains, a World Heritage site, and also to numerous
traditional cultures such as Eisa dance, bullfighting,
and lion dance, which have been nurtured in each of
the four former municipal regions and passed on for
generations.

Having the sea, beaches, and other resources
suitable for tourism and leisure activities, such as Sea
Road (Kaichu-doro: the Road Through the Sea) and
Tsuken Island, Uruma City is building its tourism for
longer stays by utilizing its rich nature and diverse
culture, to develop further as one of the major citiesin
Okinawa Prefecture.

We live in a tumultuous time-worsening fiscal
conditions at the national and regional levels,
declining birth rates, aging of population, and the
needs of people are varying like never before-but
Uruma City clearly seesits position in the midst of the
changes to administrative and fiscal conditions. The
city is committed to work with its citizens to develop a
new form of administrative services that benefits the
interests of all.

We will do this by paying respect to the history,
traditional culture, and will of people in each of the
four former municipalities, which have been formed
over many years; only then the people will
acknowledge the merger as a successful one, one that
preserves the distinct colors of the regions and their
people. We fully intend on building an Uruma City
that people can be proud of for generationsto come.

This administrative guide introduces Uruma City
in its entirety under the theme "Linking person to
person, heart to heart, and dream to dream”, a city
that looks to a brighter future by integrating the
history, culture, and tradition of the former
municipalities.

It is with a genuine pleasure that we introduce this
guide in the hopes that it will increase understanding
of our city.
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Uruma City

O On April Ist, 2005, four municipalities merged info-one to gl.ve‘bﬁ’lb -to 'U_pumg 'Ctﬁ/'-a new city replete with world heritages of historical
value, rich nature, and traditional culture. The city will begzn lts-h-tstoﬂ) zz'naw Evufivmll freasure its unique characteristics to build a city to
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Location and Geography

Located in the central region of mainland
Okinawa and overlooks to the east the Pacific
Ocean, a city of small isands and urban land

On April 1st, 2005, four municipalities
formerly known as Gushikawa City, |shikawa
City, Katsuren Town, and Yonashiro Town
merged into one and Uruma City was born. It is
located 25 km to the northeast of Naha City
along the eastern coastline, in the central
region of mainland Okinawa, and is adjacent to
the Kin Bay to the east and the Nakagusuku
Bay on the south.

A peninsula extends southeast, and over its
northern and eastern seas spread eight
inhabited and non-inhabited islands. Five of
them are linked to the mainland by Sea Road

and bridges.
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‘Historic sitesand r ns abound. Don’t miss them on your visit to Uruma!

<Jruma City is homefto a World Heritage site and other precious cultural heritages, as well as nature-rich parks

+ and-emerald green Peaches. These sites are easily accessible since they are all located in the centrally region of
Okinawa. Draw upfyour own plans and enjoy them asyou like.
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History of URUMA
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World Heritage
Katsuren Castle Remains
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Uruma City’s World Renowned
Historical Symbol

he Katsuren Castle on the Katsuren Peninsula, which is

located in the central region of mainland Okinawa, was

the residence of Amawari, a powerful lord who resisted
the Ryukyu Kingdom until the end when the Kingdom was fast
gaining control and stability. It prospered through trades with
China, mainland Japan and other Southeast Asian countries.

The castle was built around an isolated hill with sharp
slopes all around to afford a clear view of the four directions,
which helped in spotting enemy presence from afar, and it also
had an excellent port on the south side. The castle had all the
geographical advantages one would want.

At the peak of the remains is a castle compound. In the time
when the Katsuren Castle enjoyed glorious prosperity, there
was an arched gate. A view from the compound is quite
spectacular-one can see the entire Katsuren region, a chain of
mountains in the north, and the Chinen Peninsula over the sea
in the south.

photo002.Katsuren-jo-site
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The Valiant Katsuren Ruler
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Amawari grew up in a farming family, and was
popular among locals as Katsuren's child prodigy. One
day, tired of the misrule of the ruler at the time,

ETHALETHSZImNLILY
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TVE LI,
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Amawari led the people to rise in revolt and defeated
the ruler, becoming the new ruler of Katsuren himself.
The young ruler was admired and respected by the
people, and under his rule Katsuren became powerful
through overseas trading. In time it became so powerful
that it was a threat to the throne, causing Sho Tai Kyu,
the king of the Ryukyu Kingdom at the time, to send his
own daughter, Momotofumiakari, to be the young
ruler's wife.

In 1458, Amawari toppled Gosamaru, the king's chief
vassal, and set on to dethrone the king. His schemes,
however, became known to his wife and consequently
the king himself, and eventually Amawari was defeated
by the Shuri forces.
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Cultural Heritages-From Generation to Generation

Historic Sites and
Cultural Properties of
Uruma City
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Cultural heritages tell us about the people in ancient times and how they came to create their own distinct culture.

Numerous cultural properties and traditional performing arts of significant value still remain in Uruma City. It is our responsibility to pass these

cultural heritages on to the next generation, which our ancestors have nurtured and preserved for generations, for they are academic, performing arts, and

historic heritages.
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Legendary

Figures of
Uruma City

SDFMDHES T, HiEE
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These legendary figures accompli-
shed great things for Uruma City-but
they made even greater contributions
to the development of Okinawals edu-
cation, culture, and performing arts.

The spotlight is cast on four
figures: Zenko Onaha provided laugh-
ter to lift the spirits of Okinawans in
the post-war years, and Koshin Shikiya
as the first governor of the Okinawa
Civil Government, was instrumental in
the rebuilding of Okinawa. Anmei Ma-
jikina played a crucial role in preserv-
ing cropland, and Chobin Heshikiya, a
scholar of Japanese literature, left us
many remarkable works.

712" 53%h HREB2006
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Let'sCelebrate Life

Onaha was a dentist who had extraordinary talent for Ryukyuan performing arts that
dazzled even the professional performers. He moved from Kadena to Ishikawa after the

ar.

People called him "Buten" with affection, and his comic monologue caught the spirit of
his generation. After the war, when Okinawans were dealing with an extraordinary sense
of loss on a war-ravaged land, Buten visited door-to-door with a sanshin in his hand and
preached: "survivors have to pick themselves up and go on. Let[s celebrate life (Nuchino-
gusu-sabira)." He gave lethargic Okinawans hope and will to live through it all with
laughter and humor.

He later came to be called "Chaplin of Okinawa", and his great influence on the
post-war Okinawan performing arts and social restoration remains vivid to this day.

HEREICRALEE. MEZRRT

EEE %E(bi’(‘-’-:ﬁbh) 1884~1955 HERBFFIHE Koshin Shikiya
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ZiEUTc,

Wishing Happiness for People

In April 1904, Shikiya enrolled to study at a higher normal school in Hiroshima Prefec-
ture as a scholarship student, the only one from Okinawa. After graduation he taught in
Okayama and Kumamoto Prefectures, always leading his students with confidence. After
the war, he was appointed to be the first governor of the Okinawa Civil Government in
1946 and worked hard to restore his ravaged homeland.

He became the first president of the University of the Ryukyus in 1952, and was hon-
ored with a Doctor of Humanity title from Stanford University. Always the humble one,
Shikiya never expected returns or favors for his deeds; he taught thousands of students
and dedicated his life to rebuilding Okinawa.
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A Literary Talent Born in a Tumultuous Time

When Okinawa was still under control of the Satsuma Clan and suffered from its mis-
rule, Chobin Heshikiya, arguably the best scholar of Japanese literature in modern Okina-
wan history, was one of the rare few who hel ped the farmers and othersin need.

Heshikiya was appointed to the position of land agent in 1727, and after seeing farm-
ers deprived of water, he dug up holding ponds for them. The "Heshikiya-takino" mound is
made from this dug-up dirt.

Heshikiya had an enormous influence on the production of many post-Meiji Okinawan
plays, such as "Temizuno-midori", which is a major Kumi-odori dance that celebrates
love, and "Hinkaki". He was brought down in the Heshikiya-Tomoyose Affair of 1734 and
crucified as a result.
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In Search for Better Living Standards

Anmei Majikina, also called the "Guardian of Yokatsu" with affection, was a doctor in
the Yokatsu region who was elected as a member of the prefectural assembly in 1929.

Although the Yonashiro and Katsuren regions are located along a lengthy coastline,
there was no seawall back then and every year the farmlands near the coast were badly
damaged from typhoons and heavy rainfall. To end this vicious cycle, Majikina stood up
and built sturdy banks and seawalls for protection, and was instrumental in getting Yokat-
su included in the "Okinawa Prefecture 15-Year Promotion Plan" of 1933. He also had a
hand in projects like the seawall construction along the entire coast of the Yokatsu area,
land consolidation, road construction, and river conservation works.
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The Marlan ship is the ship of dream

that connects four generations of
parents and children.
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Uken Beach

Every summer, visitors flock to this beautiful white sandy beach
from in and out of the city to enjoy all types of marine leisure. Spend
the day swimming under the radiant sun or have a BBQ with your
friends and family. The summer in Uruma City is full of family-
oriented attractions.
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Harmony of nature and a human
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Ikei Beach

This beach with its transparent water is suitable for a variety of
marine leisure such as jet skiing and boat rowing, regardless of tide
condition.
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The woods park of a wild bird
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Located on a green hill at the mouth of the Tengan River, this beautiful park has fabulous nature trails and a four-story observatory whose
tree branch-like shape is very conspicuous even from afar. The park is home to wild birds like Pacific Swvallow, Chinese Bulbul, Fan-tailed
Warbler, Japanese Bush Warbler, and Oriental Turtle Dove among many others. It is a perfect place to enjoy bird watching and forest bathing.
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The verdure of nature-rich
parks, colorful flowers, and the
greeting of the warm rays of
sunlight between trees - the city is
full of discoveries and pleasant
encounters, enriching the hearts of
people.
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Bios on the Hill
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A natural botanical garden that is replete with
Okinawa’s forests, mountains and beautiful orchids.
The jungle cruise that explores the winding lake

framed in woods is wildly popular. Orchids in primary

colors and rare animals await you.

]/ /JV — }jﬂl FIX Leisure facilities
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The blindingly white sandy beach, the glittering horizon under the sun, and the park that is home
to luxuriant plants and pretty flowers.

A step away from the city offers many spots of natural jewels as well. You can drive around for
relaxation or check out the fantastic view from the observatory, or even exercise and break a sweat.
Make your own plans and enjoy Uruma City as you like.
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Furusato Beach (Hamano artificial beach)
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Hamahiga Island, known as an island where
deities live, is home to this artificial beach that was
built under the Furusato beach improvement
project. Lay back and relax as the sea breeze
strokes your face.
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Gushikawa Outdoor Recreation Center
ENFBEARICEEIN . RIETELD DT
DR R BHET DAR—Y S VRICIE
NAO—PFvU TiHEHDET,

This outdoor recreation facility in a
gorgeous natural environment is suitable for

families. Bungalows and camping grounds are
located next to the center.
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The Sea Road - Road Park
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A popular spot for kite boating and windsurfing,
hundreds of holiday visitors gather to enjoy marine
sports and other leisure activities. It is located

almost at the halfway point of the Sea Road, and
has a parking capacity of approximately 300 cars.
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Ikei Odomari Beach
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A 100% natural beach on the west side of Ikei Island, the beach offers
nothing but its pristine beauty - but what more do you really need? The
long white sandy beach and astoundingly transparent waters await your
visit.
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The Sea Road
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The Sea Road is a 4.75 kmroad that connectsthe !
Yokatsu Peninsula and Henza Island. There is a !
resting facility(Ayahashikan) with stores and also a !
cultural archive along the roadside. An absolute !
must for visitors who love driving.
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. Ishikawa Children’s Nature Center
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Mountaineering, nature walks, night walk rally

3 (hiking at night with only a flashlight), outdoor
' cooking, and constellation studies are a few of many
' activities offered at the facility.
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. Yakena Observatory
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The observatory gives visitors a great look of the
Yakena Strait, which was once a hub for sea-borne
trade. Henza Island, Miyagi Island, Ikei Island,
Tsuken Island, and the mountains in the north are all

' within the observation range.
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Ishikawa Kogen Observatory
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East China Sea and the Pacific Ocean.
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Gushikawa Golf Club
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and downhills, is very popular.
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Nearly 200 steps up the stairs and you will be |
treated with a breathtakingly magnificent view of the |
' atrack, gymnasium, baseball stadium, gateball lawn,
' tennis courts, and a multipurpose ground.

BWEDYI—RI—Z. BRICEA |

The short course is certainly beginner-friendly ‘
but has enough tricks to challenge advanced players !
also. The dynamic course layout, with many uphills !
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. Gushikawa Athletics Park
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A comprehensive athletics park that boasts a ‘

total area of 21.15 ha, Gushikawa Athletics Park has
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- Okinawa Royal Golf Club
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The Pacific Ocean to the east, the East China Sea |
to the west, and the azure sea down below - the full- |
' fledged golf club on the upland plains of Ishikawa !
' hasitall.
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. Kougen Golf Club
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A golf course that is also a refreshingly beautiful

! scenic spot, players can tee off with a grand view of
! theKin Bay.
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" Higashiyama Country Club
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Located on the hills of Ishikawa, the course made
full use of the hills and the rugged ground. Beautiful
flowers bloom all year around and coupled with rich

' greenery the club gives off a tropical feel.
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B ullfighting(Ushiorase in Okinawan dialect) has long been one of the most loved

entertainments in Okinawa among the common people. In Okinawan bullfighting,

B UI | fl ghtl ng two bulls battle head to head. Uruma City has a long history of bullfighting that

- dates back to pre-war times, and is known as the "city of bullfighting" as competitions are
kl n dom still held regularly. There are five bullfighting rings in the city that play host to various
bullfighting events large and small, including the All-Okinawa Tournament, to which

many avid fans attend. Wtness the crash of two giant bulls each weighing more than a

e ton, and the blaring roars of bullfighters.
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Lion dancers from all corners of Okinawa congress and
showcase their traditional artistry at this event. It began in
1987 and is held every fall at the Agena Bullfighting Ring.
The lion dance is believed to have been imported from China
just like shisa, both of which quickly spread all over Okinawa.
It is believed that the lion - the king of beasts - wards off evil
spirits and invites salvation, and brings happiness and
prosperity to all.
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Eisa, traditionally performed at the Obon Observance to
welcome back ancestral spirits, has been preserved and passed on
for generations by the young. The feverish echoes of drums in the
midnight summer, beautiful melody of the sanshin, and dynamic
dances by youthful performers touch the hearts of the audience and
inflame the entire city by its pure passion.
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Various eventsincludingfthe All- Okmawa Bullfighting
Tournament, "All=®kinawa¥Lion Dan(:'éiFestlvaI regional
~ HaristournamentsgSpriing VAt Festlval and Youth Eisa
Festival are held all' year®aroundfiniUruma. City. Smaller
. e
1Pr'e‘glonal events, like traditional performing art shows, are
held/regularlyjas well.
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The spring Art Festival

The four former municipalities that merged into one to

become Uruma City - Gushikawa, Ishikawa, Yonashiro,

and{Katsuren - had always been a cultural treasure box of
performing arts. Refined and distinguished performances,
L™ regardless of the ,performers background and sect, are

showcasetﬂfor your viewing pleasure.
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The Hari convention whlch tells arrival of summer

Hari had originally started as a festival by fishermen(Umincyu in
Okinawan dialect) to pray to Sea God for a good yield and a safe return.
Ports in Uruma City host Hari tournaments every summer, from recreational
tournaments for children and regular Hari fans to competitive tournaments

for skilled racers. | A‘ -‘| Ay ?& ?"_‘._' -l L &
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Ayahashi Inside of the sea Rord L ace

The event began in 2001 under the catch phrase: “Run along the Sea Road while appreciating the sea
breeze”. The Sea Road, 4.7km in length, connects Yakena of mainland Okinawa and Henza Island, and
running along the road may give you a feeling that you are actually running at the sea level. It is a rare
course even by national standards.
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Course Explanation

The start and finish is at Uruma City Yonashiro
Comprehensive Park’s track, and the 4.7km of the Sea
Road is the stage. Runners can choose from race
distances of 21.0975km (half marathon), 10km, and
3.8km.
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Sea art Festival

This is an environmentally conscious and family-
oriented event for all sea lovers, held at the tideland
northeast of the Uminoeki-Ayahashikan complex.
Express yourself with sand and compete with others.
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KIRARI!: mastery of craftsman
From traditional to modern crafts and products, local specialties abound in Uruma City.
Check out what Uruma’s master craftsmen have to offer.
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made in URUMA
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There are more Uruma-made products-agricultural and marine products nurtured under the loving care of
Okinawa’s sun, and delicious processed foods.

€

‘H‘ e

J’,,

¢
€
€
€
v IR - 7 I\R
MR, RIZ L 0h D &5
SR B AU EEY D ) F LI
72 SADBENDHBLHT, H 2 F
HEVZIE 2 DDBEIELTT .
oL, MO CHAET 5
DD B EMANEFER -7 1
W o HY. OLXBLAL VO
Eb‘S T, ¥ I VL EBEIZETNT
WBRETT . MDD B ILIKEIX T
HUENTET: . A HTARSAEIMEE D
— TSI THHETEBEOVOE
CE DA E
b9 2, L EENLKY 7
=) —VHNEHEEDD [7 7% KHAAD LD T,
TYo MHTIEE < BRIV BB % U266 O BRR T
BLINTOWABEO-OTYHY  RESK, Wk T3 v 7. Gl
IF, AUEOEKD D Y. KV SEROOEER ] A®WE Y 7 NE
SENLEMIELE LD, BAON  EBROKESFEHITOET.

3 <9< 5




ST

#2

ZENICH
EEMDZL
PEDOREETD

LN

#3

EESERL
iR HiEaEE

#4

ETNVKLEBT
BENk
BHADEH

{EFt i

HATH o LR 2T —RfEl v RIE ‘
7, WHIZHARTOAERDOF 7 OFEHT,
HRI29) 5 W TIREEBIICEE SNTwE . 527 oI, PER%E
ZHWMIZY P SRIIPITTF 7 IS THEERHEL T HEHTHLN,
LM 5 AL LT Ed,

FoHBAT A A X — Y SELEWMOFE BEA T, SREIH -2 MO
YRIZHDEANTHE T,

HHHD HWL W
“H1E% . =T
~ ° N —— N, }L
/€g£ﬂl /B

MO BIFHE N ZITTERE HBFTIIE3A
IO REF DB ENEIUHFFB DO D SHIE
ERBELCOET,

[T T 75 1 18824F A SEL W) MR CHIE L DB B RE T CTF o MRS THP I 3
BIARAT A7 PR OFD DU FE CHUE M FF R COBELDEEZEL T,

HfIE LW B = o dihvae SAZZIRE S 3 410 18 Fr A% [R5 1L 3 g ] T30 {3
B I TIEB LT R THOKRZEHL EAR b WEEL L T1Ed,

HA B 9 O e e e L CL I T BER A s 3 20 H [ il 1 ] o Frivap
MOBEEABLTVET,

N IA RO
SRTEE
JH ’_:Etl:@

MRt CRE N RS2
HALT, 95FHTiE [d9<] *
[ESED ] R EOWEEW L% IR
NET, FIZbF 3R tob oL
REELTOKRL, 7a4 5 romdbdntsbh, BATHEARKTYT., 72
TFTFELBEIE LD LR DEHEZEDTVET,

RATIZZN S ARG Lz [ 3 AHRTI] R [H3E—] . 4
A O ZFT - BEGT ] REOMLROBEICL E AN, Bl E
LTERLTYET,

5%%m mBEBE2006 43



G‘ 6&)5% —lE‘

made in URUMA

F~TAl
#5 A= 2
E% 7

PEVEICACA-FI5-BEVE-YEY

WH - LS -LWAITFA

KEERaUT B RIS KB RO T E 7
ﬁ’.)ft BETT AKX TRAXRMITbNAIIEH Y
e [RE0D R BEAE “FrTvh 745 R IERIZE R AN Heks ST Bt
TR B THBRIZAL AL RIZLD, [H7F ] 2 [WATA ] T#40b ] [YE | T4

W 1395 F %5 TIEOFE W T o Mo MG #r=eili . 1 W EICH I OY,
MO HIEAHZFNE RO TENBE AL VI T,

LN

#6 EMU & 504

- M

- =] EIN
K- EFH-BRIE-RUVYD

EMOEAMITZFDOREW NS EEH
FEE VYAV, AR SFEF R

MEMDNAT SECIBASNTOET, IR
R BOTIETIEOLH, HHEEICBNTIE RO LR E RN OIEF LR
fESnrcm~ ﬁbh\%m:%o’C%ﬁf_&lﬁéﬁﬁnu#ﬁﬁ;u‘éhfb\iTo BRI, R T, 0
FhL O R BRI S EMB B S S NI Z ORI A LT
TWET,
(X RDETEMICDWVWTEEULLERBBLTWVET )
F~TAl

T —y

B TRIAOY IV T—-
BFESUN- IS

[£3]E2[0) ABFH DTN — IR L ~NHFFENT
o “ WEHDLE L ENVE DR EIFFTT . &
FOEAILRED I CH I EAETRIZE. B L SN B X972 [HESUN 13, 1~2H@HR$§FEH
imEk L2 GBI EIS 2022 b T B & HE CHOREEO AR B SEBKRDNT
YADREDHERTY .

ZOIENICH B NTIIB LW [ A7 A0 | 21Z0 0. [TEINADA ] [~ T—]
[708Y | 58 7K EAD TN — 05 s TnET,

BRI, KEAURS I'*_L%J BE. VI T—F - BOPILB. BF T,
S5HAFE—E WiiERmE. U2, I3 - BB (FED) . [CALAARTS. FvOy hEU—.
RBINy D - BEA. bSIK=F2 (RAB) . lJ\_EBi?'E\ ELOE B

44 53FMh HBEE2006



CPQLPR -

EM
JOYIok

EM Project



Al

/

Effec

78 71’00( ganisms

I 4 H

& S F <

{ 46 >3FM HREE2006

\7\
¥ . u -
F | ‘_ ‘
- ¥ = # Y

AT [ THRE NS L T LD 2G5 5. ERL
FHXDOEDL | OERADLDIZ, RLGTREGMAY [EM] 2iGH L,
BHICERIE L2500 [EMIZE2EH0K W HE#ETRY 27 1] %2
PRITH 6 HICHRLE L

CHETHEOLELEMN, £ IO, €7 VIBXIET), TEFH
HEDS TS RFE T SR E EIFTw -,

D HLEMEEH L2 E 50 Y ZRHL TV E X9,

To build a "vibrant city of wealth where nature and people coexist in harmony, and history,
education, and culture are rich and profound”, Uruma City launched the "EM city design promotion
project” in June 2005. EM (effective microorganism) is a safe and environmentally sensitive
technology whose application has already achieved remarkable results in various fields such as
alleviation of foul odor at stalls and composting of raw garbage. It is being studied at schools also.

We will continue to explore possible usages of EM that will improve our city.
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Effective Microorganisms
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School Education

There are 20 kindergartens (18
public, 2 private), 22 elementary
schools, and 13 junior high schools in
Uruma City. The children are taught
how to think for themselves - the abili-
ties to live — to acquire tools to cope
with the changing society in a respon-
sible manner.

Small schools implement their own
creative curriculums that are deeply
rooted in the region, and practice
small and sometimes combined classes
for improved instructional efficiency.
Exchanges among schools are strongly
encouraged as well.

As for kindergarten education,
all curriculums are designed based on
the instructional guidelines created by
the government, but each kindergarten
arranges its curriculum to meet its
particular operational and educational
needs. Children are taught according
to the one year instructional plan that
aimsto instill a sense of independence,
responsibility and self-direction.

Education today must be a cooper-
ative effort among the school, family,
local community, and government.

We are working with parents and lo-

cal communities, and actively recruit-
ing local talents, to build schools that
have strong ties to their communities.
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Social Education

Uruma City strives to create an en-
vironment in which any citizen can
learn whenever and wherever he wants,
and one example of this is the city's
support of continued education pro-
grams that serve the varying needs of
the citizens. The city is committed to
assist the development of social educa-

tion organizations to create a learning
environment for all generations.
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Regional Culture

Uruma City is working to preserve
historic sites and its proud World Heri-
tage site, the Katsuren Castle Remains.

The city is also committed to the
preservation of city-designated impor-
tant intangible cultural heritages, the
designation of regional cultural prop-
erties, and the preservation of folk per-
forming arts and traditional perform-

ing arts such as Eisa dance and lion
dance.
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Health Care and Social Welfare
— Uruma City’s basic policy on health
care and welfare is to create a society
where citizens can live happily and free
of health concerns — health care and
welfare founded on comfort and com-
munication.
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Creating an Environment
for Comfortable Living
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Urban Environment

Uruma City, to fulfill its role as one of
the major cities of Okinawa Prefecture, will
upgrade its primary land transportation
network by building new roads and improv-
ing the conditions of existing roads, includ-
ing Route 329 that runs through the city
and many other roads that link Uruma and
other municipalities. The upgraded network
will have better measures against disasters,
reduce traffic congestion, and offer a dra-
matic increase in convenience and
efficiency.
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Living Environment

To protect the lives and assets of its peo-
ple, it isimportant that a city must be built
to sustain disasters.

Uruma City is implementing measures
to protect the lives and assets of its people
against disasters, and is building and im-
proving fire protection facilities to alleviate
possible damages from natural disasters.
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Housing Environment
Effective use of land, environmentally

conscious buildings that harmonize with
their natural environment, and all barrier-
free rooms for senior citizens and the phys-
ically disabled — Uruma City is working to
improve the housing environment for its
people to provide comfort and safety.




sEm 713015\ N D
EEDOLD




@060

et
=

Agriculture

Harvesting the Future — Promotion of Agriculture and Dairy Farming

Agricultural items raised and harvested in Uruma City comein a variety — sugar cane, flowers, vegetables, fruits, beef, and pork among others. Particularly large is the pro-
duction of ornamental plants such as chrysanthemum and western orchid, as the city is one of few areas in Okinawa that produces and ships flowers.In order to effectively pro-
mote agriculture and farming villages and bring out the best of their regional specialties, the city will take measures to improve farmland functions by building agricultural in-
frastructure such as harvesting ground and roads, training young farmers, and encouraging farmers to incorporate their business.

Through this process the city will identify new specialty goods that best reflect the region’s distinct character, and also brand and expand the sales network of existing spe-
cialty goods (carrot, tea, butter bean, gumbo, flowers, etc.), to infuse a new life into the city’ s agriculture and develop it as a whole.

Branding and the expansion of sales network are also critical in dairy farming as well. The city is also committed to take measures to reduce air/water pollution and other
environmental problems, while considering the living environment of its people for further development.
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Fisheries
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Living with the Fertile Sea - Promotion of Fisheries

Fisheries in Uruma City are showing signs of growth as the city has developed into one of few mozuku seaweed production areas in Okinawa. However, further promotion
and expansion are necessary to bring stability to the industry, asit still needs processing facilities and other related facilities.

Through branding and the expansion of the sales network the city aims to increase sales of its specialty goods such as mozuku seaweed and sea grape, and bring stability to
the industry.

The industry is making a shift from fishing to cultivation and steering itself to promote sustainable fisheries for increased stability.

Training has to be conducted to secure and develop human resources that will take the city’s fisheries into the next generation and beyond. Infrastructure has to be built to
bring management stability. Last but not least, measures will be taken to protect and preserve the sea environment, like preventing red soil run-off and keeping fishing grounds
in good conditions.

Fishery operators knowledge of the sea will be fully utilized in working with the tourism and leisure industry — and to promote fisheries in a completely new way.
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The Nakagusuku Bay Shiko Area is designated as a special free trade zone, and expectations run high for it to become a process-and-trade type industrial hub. A number of
businesses in the Area deal with cutting-edge technologies in the fields of information technology, biotechnology, and environment, as they are positioned to be the key players

of the “ research core city” .

Expectations are also high for manufacturers dealing in biotechnology like EM to make products that improve health and environmental conditions, since the city is trying
to create a new industry under the theme of health and longevity, and also jumpstart its existing industries.
While the construction of the Uruma City I T Business Support Center has been completed, more facilities are being built to lure major communication companies and devel-
op future entrepreneurs who have roots in the region. In order to create a new information and communication industry, revitalize local economy, and create more jobs, the city
is building the Area to be one of the largest in the prefecture, equipped with communication infrastructure.
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Commerce
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Bustling Businesses Abound - Promotion of Commerce

In order to improve the city’s commercial environment and its existing business districts, we are taking measures to develop and lure various businesses and attract invest-
ments. Community spaces will be built so that people can get together and interact, creating a bustling commercial environment to which businesses congress.

The city will also make its commitment to strengthen its management base, promote modernization and sharing of information and assets, develop successors and various
organizations. It will also organize events, etc. and make all sorts of information accessible to the public.

The tourismindustry is expected to grow dramatically in the coming years and is therefore is considered an important industry of the city. The city’s rich tourism resources
include a World Heritage site in the Katsuren Castle Remains, a host of historic and cultural heritages, beautiful sandy beaches, and many more. Uruma City is striving to cre-

ate values that cannot be experienced anywhere else.
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In this day and age, the widespread use of the Internet is accelerating internationalization and digitalization,
making it important to build a society in which people of different cultural backgrounds understand and respect
one another. Intercultural exchanges can promote mutual understanding and serve to become a cornerstone of

Uruma City is working with schools and organizations to cultivate children to have a global vision and know-

how to utilize information. Some of the efforts include the hiring of native English speaking teaching assistants, or-
ganizing English story-telling contests, enhancing English-related activities at elementary schools, and offering
short-term study abroad programs for junior high school students.

Uruma City also has ties with Daging City of Heilongjiang Sheng, China, which began after Uruma City came
to the aid of Daging City when it was struck with a devastating flood.
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Uruma City Administration
While decentralization and major fiscal reform are seriously
affecting the finances of local governments, the environment
that surrounds the governments continue to be harsh, with
issues like declining birth rates, aging of population, social
welfare, education, and environment needing attention.

BR To survive this age of decentralization as an independent
Gl BHF administrative body, the city must satisfy the needs of its people
and build the city with a character and luring appeal.
However, to do this the city has to maintain its fiscal balance,
and create a system in which the government and the people
can cooperate and work together as one, with specific roles
and responsibilities.

Taking this into consideration, Uruma City is taking steps to
be more simple and efficient based on the Uruma City
administrative reform guidelines with its basic policy of Cheing
a government that works with its independent and proactive
citizensd. With a new vision, we will continue with our
administrative reform unrelentingly and team up with the
citizens to form a strong partnership, and together create a
UZA & government that is accessible and resourceful to anyone.
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Uruma City Council

The city council is comprised of elected representatives, an
organ that deliberates and decides on important administrative
issues.

The council meets four times a year (March, June,
September, and December) for regular sessions but can meet for
extraordinary sessions when necessary. Sessions are open to the
public, and any individual or group may attend and observe.

The council has four standing committees (planning and
general affairs, construction, education and welfare, and civil
economics) as well as a council steering committee and special
committee to deliberate professionally on numerous issuesin an
efficient manner. The council not only deliberates issues
submitted by the mayor, but also appeals and petitions concerns
brought to the table by citizens.
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