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Bullfighting

Uruma City is a well known and popular
location for bullfighting within Oki-
nawa Prefecture. The All Okinawa Bull-
fighting Tournament, the semifinal
tournament and other matches are
held in Uruma City. Many bullfighting
enthusiasts visit to enjoy these spec-_
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Eisa
The special attraction of Eisa, which
lends color and flair to Okinawan sum-

ers, has a long history as the tradi-
tional performance art of the O-bon
Festival. Summarized briefly, Eisa fea-
tures dances, costumes, instruments
and other aspects that differ according
to the community where it is per-
formed. These differences give rise to
its tremendous appeal. It is not an over-
statement to say that Uruma City is
Okinawa’ s premiere place for Eisa. One
of the distinctive features of Uruma
City’ s Eisa culture is that it allows
anyone to enjoy a variety of Eisa perfor-
mances.
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Tales of Great Men

From the days of the Ryukyu Kingdom up through modern times, many eminent figures have emerged from the lands making up Uruma City. Here are four of the
great people who contributed not only to the community, but also to the development of all of Okinawa.
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Zenko (Bu-ten) Onaha, 1897 ~ 1969

Zenko Onaha moved from Kadena to Ishikawa after World War II. He was a dentist by profession and such a
skilled performer of Ryukyuan arts that he could put even professionals to shame.

Amidst the devastation right immediately after the end of the war, he would travel around carrying his
sanshin went from house to house. With his smile and humor, he gave people the hope to live and carry
on, saying “We survivors have to pick ourselves up and live again. Celebrate life (nuchinu-gusuji-sabira)!"
He later came to be known as the “Charlie Chaplin of Okinawa.” Zenko Onaha had a tremendous influence
on the post-war restoration of local communities and the performing arts in Okinawa.



HRBRICRAL. AEFRT

FEEE FEE L=b-25LA 1884~1955 HBE

R RBHTMAANSE
FROMIEEFEE 2R > T
BRI RPARRRE R OB T E RS AP AR ZRIRT 2710 E,
HEDIHICBERETWERHBEROBE—AE, o, KEBROBEM2 14, 48
EEFOMAMECHEL. BETBOEE(CE DT, B2 7 FICISHIRRZD
AIRZERICHE. Z<DAMZRICEDELT,

Koshin Shikiya, Educator and First Governor of the Okinawa Civilian Ad-
ministration, 1884 ~ 1955

After serving as principal of the Okinawa Prefectural Daini Junior High School, he led the Okinawa educa-
tional community through his enthusiastic commitment to education, founding Okinawa'’s first nongovern-
ment institution, Konan Junior High School, among other achievements. He also took office as the first Gover-
nor of the Okinawa Civilian Administration in 1946, and devoted himself to the postwar recovery of Okinawa.
In 1952, he was installed as the first president of the University of the Ryukyu. His dedication cultivated many,
many talented people and sent them out to serve society.
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Chobin Heshikiya, Scholar of Japanese Literature, 1700 ~ 1734

Chobin Heshikiya authored the Kumi-odori dance “Temizu-no-Midori.” He was the greatest scholar of Japa-
nese literature in modern Okinawan history. During the period of hardship under the rule of the Satsuma
Clan, he was modest about his status as a member of the samurai class and looked with warmth to farmers
and others in need by providing them assistance. In 1727, he was stationed in Heshikiya as the steward of the
land and dug reservoirs for farmers worried about water shortages. The “Heshikiya-takino” mound was built
with the dirt removed to make these water basins.
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Anmei Majikina, Physician and Prefectural Assemblyman, 1884 ~ 1935

As a physician, Anmei Majikina had the responsibility of caring for the health of residents, yet he also ran for
and was elected to the Prefectural Assembly in 1929 with the goal of improving the regional economy,
municipal administration and education. To preserve the farmlands in the Yonashiro district, he was able to
have the area included in the Okinawa Prefecture 15-Year Promotion Plan. He devoted his energy to the work
of constructing embankments along the entire coastal area as well as promoting farmland consolidation

projects, public works programs, farm roads, and river projects.
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History
Uruma City is a new city which was formed when two cities, Gushikawa City and Ishikawa

City, as well as two towns, Katsuren Town-and Yonashiro Town, were consolidated. Uruma
City has been carving out a new path as it carries on the history and culture of these two
cities and two towns.
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Katsuren Castle
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Katsuren Castle was home to the powerful Lord Amawari, who held out against the King of the Ryukyu up until the very end
during the process when the Kingdom of the Ryukyus was on the verge of stabilizing its administration. Lord Amawari was a chief
retainer to the king. In 1458, he overthrew Gosamaru, the feudal lord of Nakagusuku Castle, and then, set his sights on seizing
regal power and headed toward Shuri Castle, anticipating to soundly defeat the king. However, he met his own doom instead. 550
years later, the Katsuren Caste Ruins were recognized for their historical and cultural value and registered as a World Heritage Site.
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Nature
¥ The nature of Uruma City is almost a micro-
- cosm of the diverse nature found throughout
Okinawa. From Mount Ishikawa covered with
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