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**‘:TITE Symbol of Uruma City
Sitting ato;;Ehili"on the Katsuren Peninsula, which®
extends into the Pacific Ocean from the east coast of
Uruma City, is the vestige of Katsuren-Jo Site. In 2000, it .b
was registered a World Heritage Site with Shuri Castle
under the designation “Gusuku Sites and Related
Properties of the Kingdom of Ryukyu.” Towering above the Ryukyu Kingdom, was decimated by the Shuri royal

' The 15th century was Katsuren Castle’s golden age when
“trade with China was flourishing. Enterprises focused on
commerce, boosting the castle’s economy and military
might as it served as a transit hub for trade with Asia. But,

in 1458, Lord Amawari, who had aspirations of unifying the -

surrounding area, Katsuren-Jo Site forges a grand and government’s army, which brought the affluence of .
glorious presence. Katsuren Castletoanend. =« )
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Contemporary Kumiodori Dance “Kimutaka-no-Amawari”

The Katsuren-Jo Site cannot be mentioned without
acknowledging Amawari, the last aji or lord of Katsuren
Castle. Amawari actively promoted trade and created a
period of prosperity never before seen in the Katsuren
region. Nevertheless, the Shuri royal government saw
him as a menace threatening its power. In the end,
Amawari was outmaneuvered and destroyed.

In recent years, the historical narrative has been reas-
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sessed, and Amawari has come to be viewed as a local
hero. Since 2000, local junior and senior high school stu-
dents have performed the contemporary kumiodori
dance “Kimutaka-no-Amawari.” The level of excellence,
which the performance and theatrics have reached, has
prompted a rediscovery of local culture and provided a
dramatic experience for children. The performance has
also helped promote the region.
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Bullfighting

Thunderous Applause for the Earnest Match contest is between man and bull. Here, two trained bulls
Uruma City is known as the bullfighting kingdom. Fans lock horns. Contests take place in a circular arena where

from throughout Okinawa come to cheer enthusiastically bulls weighing over a ton each clash in an impressive battle.

and watch the match to determine the strongest bull in all of Each year, about 20 bullfights are held in Okinawa, and

Okinawa. over two-thirds of these take place in Uruma City.

Bullfights in Okinawa are not like those in Spain where the
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Bullfight Arena Overflowing with
Excitement

According to bullfighting rules,
matches are one-on-one contests
between two bulls. Next to each bull is
a coach called a seko, whose job is to
encourage the bull. A contest begins
with the bulls confronting each other,
whereafter they butt their heads
together.

During the matches, the sekos spir-
ited shouts give a boost to the bullfight
as the contest storms ahead. This battle
is truly a “partnership between man
and bull.” No one should miss seeing
the smiles of winning seko as he sits
atop his bull, holding up his fist in
triumph.
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Eisa
Haven of Traditional Eisa with a
Different Twist on an Ancient
Dance

The rhythm of paranku drums
resounds to perfectly coordinated
dance and choruses played on
shamisen. Under a radiantly shining full
moon, young people gather for ban-
quets on summer evenings, lively
events continuing late into the night.

Since ancient times, renowned Oki-
nawan eisa has been handed down as a
religious dance performed on the last
day of the Bon Festival (July 15th of the
lunar calendar) to see off the spirits of
our ancestors, which have returned for
the three-day festival. For Okinawan
people who hold their ancestors dear,
this is an important event which has
been passed down to us over the ages.

The Uruma City Eisa Festival is held
just after the lunar calendar Bon Festi-
val every year and brings together eisa
groups from around the city. It is an
excellent chance to see many different
eisa performances at one location, so
spectators will even make the journey
from outside the prefecture. Eisa, which
has been performed since ancient
times in Ryukyu, is a special part of

summers in Uruma City.
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Uruma City’s Medley of Eisa

Uruma City was formed through the
consolidation of four municipalities in
2005. Each of these areas, Ishikawa, Gu-
shikawa, Katsuren and Yonashiro, has its
own unique eisa style.

Ishikawa preserves a style of eisa with
a long history dating back to the early
Showa period.

Tengan eisa in the Gushikawa region
is always a lively and energetic perfor-
mance.

Yokatsu region (Yonashiro and Kat-
suren) eisa maintains a priestly style in
which performers dress in simple gray
costumes in keeping with the time-
honored Ryukyuan tradition.
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Lion Dance
Traditional Dance at the Foot of
Lion Rock Mountain

The lion dance, which, as legend has
it, was brought to Okinawa from China,
is performed to exorcise evil spirits and
bring bountiful harvests, thriving pos-
terity, and prosperous community.
These dances have been handed down
over the years in each local community.
Lion Rock Mountain where the lion is
said to have lived is located in Uruma
City, and the lion dance tradition is pre-
served in each of Uruma City’'s eight
districts.

The All Okinawa Lion Dance Festival
assembles lion dance performers from
all over Okinawa in one location. This
event helps to preserve, pass on and
develop the lion dance genre of folk
entertainment. The festival is held in
Uruma City on a Sunday around Sep-
iy tember 15 according to the lunar calen-
. dar each year. A variety of lion dances
are on display from communities
3 throughout Okinawa. Each of these
&, | distinctive traditional performances is
A -.,‘.‘:.?. dynamically presented, mesmerizing
audiences.
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Traditional Culture

Eisa, lion dances, bullfighting and other traditional performance arts and culture
surviving in the communities of Uruma City have a long history, extending back even
to the time of the Ryukyu Dynasty of old. These performance arts and culture have
been passed down unbroken to today, drifting along the waves of time from days of
the Kingdom of the Ryukyus to the formation of Okinawa Prefecture, the US military
administration after the Battle of Okinawa, and on past Okinawa'’s return to Japan. In
every age and time, people carefully protect these traditions with all their heart and
soul, and take care to hand them down from parent to child and then child to grand-
child as these performance arts and culture touch a chord with all generations.
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