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Message on Publication of the 2015 Uruma City Guide
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On April 1,2015, we celebrated the 10th anniversary of
Uruma City, which was established through a merger of
four municipalities in April 2005.

Our city takes its name from the Okinawan word
“uruma” meaning “coral island,” and is located along the
east coast of the central region of the Okinawa main
island. Uruma City is roughly 25km from the prefectural
capital Naha City.

Along the Katsuren Peninsula which stretches out to
the southeast and overlooks both the Kin and Nakagu-
suku bays, our city is blessed with beautiful scenery and
abundant nature, among which are eight inhabited and
uninhabited islands (to the north and east), the Kaic-
hu-doro causeway and many excellent beaches suited to
marine leisure.

Together with World Heritage Katsuren-Jo Site, many
precious historical legacies and cultural properties are
preserved here. Eisa, lion dances and other customs are
handed down to the younger generation in each local
community where they carry on these traditions.

The residents’ participation and cooperation are
important for developing the city. As we make the most
out of our scenic natural environment, highly individualis-
tic traditional performing arts and culture, abundant agri-
culture and livestock as well as other regional resources,
we promote municipal development to build a city where
people may have healthy and secure lives and where our
residents play a leading role in making our city rich in
serenity and warmth. In cooperation with city residents,
we are working to create an attractive Uruma City.

It is my hope that this City Guide will allow people both
inside and outside of Uruma City to obtain a better under-
standing of our city, and discover the new charm of
Uruma City. | hope you will be able to feel the charm of
playing, living and working in Uruma City.

Uruma City Mayor  Toshio Shimabuku
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**‘:TITE Symbol of Uruma City
Sitting ato;;Ehili"on the Katsuren Peninsula, which®
extends into the Pacific Ocean from the east coast of
Uruma City, is the vestige of Katsuren-Jo Site. In 2000, it .b
was registered a World Heritage Site with Shuri Castle
under the designation “Gusuku Sites and Related
Properties of the Kingdom of Ryukyu.” Towering above the Ryukyu Kingdom, was decimated by the Shuri royal

' The 15th century was Katsuren Castle’s golden age when
“trade with China was flourishing. Enterprises focused on
commerce, boosting the castle’s economy and military
might as it served as a transit hub for trade with Asia. But,

in 1458, Lord Amawari, who had aspirations of unifying the -

surrounding area, Katsuren-Jo Site forges a grand and government’s army, which brought the affluence of .
glorious presence. Katsuren Castletoanend. =« )
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Contemporary Kumiodori Dance “Kimutaka-no-Amawari”

The Katsuren-Jo Site cannot be mentioned without
acknowledging Amawari, the last aji or lord of Katsuren
Castle. Amawari actively promoted trade and created a
period of prosperity never before seen in the Katsuren
region. Nevertheless, the Shuri royal government saw
him as a menace threatening its power. In the end,
Amawari was outmaneuvered and destroyed.

In recent years, the historical narrative has been reas-

S>3 &M mHEE 2015

sessed, and Amawari has come to be viewed as a local
hero. Since 2000, local junior and senior high school stu-
dents have performed the contemporary kumiodori
dance “Kimutaka-no-Amawari.” The level of excellence,
which the performance and theatrics have reached, has
prompted a rediscovery of local culture and provided a
dramatic experience for children. The performance has
also helped promote the region.
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Bullfighting

Thunderous Applause for the Earnest Match contest is between man and bull. Here, two trained bulls
Uruma City is known as the bullfighting kingdom. Fans lock horns. Contests take place in a circular arena where

from throughout Okinawa come to cheer enthusiastically bulls weighing over a ton each clash in an impressive battle.

and watch the match to determine the strongest bull in all of Each year, about 20 bullfights are held in Okinawa, and

Okinawa. over two-thirds of these take place in Uruma City.

Bullfights in Okinawa are not like those in Spain where the
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Bullfight Arena Overflowing with
Excitement

According to bullfighting rules,
matches are one-on-one contests
between two bulls. Next to each bull is
a coach called a seko, whose job is to
encourage the bull. A contest begins
with the bulls confronting each other,
whereafter they butt their heads
together.

During the matches, the sekos spir-
ited shouts give a boost to the bullfight
as the contest storms ahead. This battle
is truly a “partnership between man
and bull.” No one should miss seeing
the smiles of winning seko as he sits
atop his bull, holding up his fist in
triumph.
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Eisa
Haven of Traditional Eisa with a
Different Twist on an Ancient
Dance

The rhythm of paranku drums
resounds to perfectly coordinated
dance and choruses played on
shamisen. Under a radiantly shining full
moon, young people gather for ban-
quets on summer evenings, lively
events continuing late into the night.

Since ancient times, renowned Oki-
nawan eisa has been handed down as a
religious dance performed on the last
day of the Bon Festival (July 15th of the
lunar calendar) to see off the spirits of
our ancestors, which have returned for
the three-day festival. For Okinawan
people who hold their ancestors dear,
this is an important event which has
been passed down to us over the ages.

The Uruma City Eisa Festival is held
just after the lunar calendar Bon Festi-
val every year and brings together eisa
groups from around the city. It is an
excellent chance to see many different
eisa performances at one location, so
spectators will even make the journey
from outside the prefecture. Eisa, which
has been performed since ancient
times in Ryukyu, is a special part of

summers in Uruma City.
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Uruma City’s Medley of Eisa

Uruma City was formed through the
consolidation of four municipalities in
2005. Each of these areas, Ishikawa, Gu-
shikawa, Katsuren and Yonashiro, has its
own unique eisa style.

Ishikawa preserves a style of eisa with
a long history dating back to the early
Showa period.

Tengan eisa in the Gushikawa region
is always a lively and energetic perfor-
mance.

Yokatsu region (Yonashiro and Kat-
suren) eisa maintains a priestly style in
which performers dress in simple gray
costumes in keeping with the time-
honored Ryukyuan tradition.
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Lion Dance
Traditional Dance at the Foot of
Lion Rock Mountain

The lion dance, which, as legend has
it, was brought to Okinawa from China,
is performed to exorcise evil spirits and
bring bountiful harvests, thriving pos-
terity, and prosperous community.
These dances have been handed down
over the years in each local community.
Lion Rock Mountain where the lion is
said to have lived is located in Uruma
City, and the lion dance tradition is pre-
served in each of Uruma City’'s eight
districts.

The All Okinawa Lion Dance Festival
assembles lion dance performers from
all over Okinawa in one location. This
event helps to preserve, pass on and
develop the lion dance genre of folk
entertainment. The festival is held in
Uruma City on a Sunday around Sep-
iy tember 15 according to the lunar calen-
. dar each year. A variety of lion dances
are on display from communities
3 throughout Okinawa. Each of these
&, | distinctive traditional performances is
A -.,‘.‘:.?. dynamically presented, mesmerizing
audiences.
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Traditional Culture

Eisa, lion dances, bullfighting and other traditional performance arts and culture
surviving in the communities of Uruma City have a long history, extending back even
to the time of the Ryukyu Dynasty of old. These performance arts and culture have
been passed down unbroken to today, drifting along the waves of time from days of
the Kingdom of the Ryukyus to the formation of Okinawa Prefecture, the US military
administration after the Battle of Okinawa, and on past Okinawa'’s return to Japan. In
every age and time, people carefully protect these traditions with all their heart and
soul, and take care to hand them down from parent to child and then child to grand-
child as these performance arts and culture touch a chord with all generations.
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Festivals & Events
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In Uruma City, various festivals and events are held throughout the year.
The largest festival is the Uruma City Festival in October, featuring
performing arts, bullfighting, live concerts and a full schedule of note
thy entertainment. S

Many other colorful festivals and events spanning
ests including sports, culture, fine arts, and in
the Ayahashi Road Race through the Se
road race takes place along the “Rg
Boat) competitions in June, th
July according to the luna
September, the Uru
Spring Art Festiva
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Cultural assets
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Historic Sites, Ruins and

4' I Cultural Treasures
In Uruma City, numerous historic sites and ruins survive from
the gusuku (castle) period, Ryukyu Dynasty, and more recent
times, ranging from historic sites linked with Ryukyu creation
myths to habitation sites of thousands of years ago.
Uruma City protects these historical sites and ruins with great
,\ care as vestiges of the City’s cultural heritage and history, a
value that will be passed on to succeeding generations.
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Tales of Great Men
From the days of the Ryukyu Kingdom up through modern times, many eminent
figures have emerged from the lands making up Uruma City. Here are four of the
great people who contributed not only to the community, but also to the develop-
ment of all of Okinawa.
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Zenko (Bu-ten) Onaha, 1897 ~ 1969

Zenko Onaha moved from Kadena to Ishikawa after World War Il. He was a dentist by profession and
such a skilled performer of Ryukyuan arts that he could put even professionals to shame.

Amidst the devastation right immediately after the end of the war, he would travel around carrying his
sanshin went from house to house. With his smile and humor, he gave people the hope to live and carry
on, saying “We survivors have to pick ourselves up and live again. Celebrate life (nuchinu-gusuji-sabira)!"
He later came to be known as the “Charlie Chaplin of Okinawa.” Zenko Onaha had a tremendous influence
on the post-war restoration of local communities and the performing arts in Okinawa.
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% i :"'g"_ L Koshin Shikiya, Educator and First Governor of the Oki-
¢ = ’:’E nawa Civilian Administration, 1884 ~ 1955
,‘ﬁ 1 E L After serving as principal of the Okinawa Prefectural Daini Junior High School,
E 9 * l he led the Okinawa educational community through his enthusiastic commit-
B( 5 D ment to education, founding Okinawa’ s first nongovernment institution, Kainan
H'\‘T 5 i i-E Junior High School, among other achievements. He also took office as the first
*)] % Ry Governor of the Okinawa Civilian Administration in 1946, and devoted himself to
1‘% 5 3 the postwar recovery of Okinawa. In 1952, he was installed as the first president
0 = 'I'§ of the University of the Ryukyu. His dedication cultivated many, many talented
$ — people and sent them out to serve society.
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Chobin Heshikiya, Scholar of Japanese Literature, 1700
~ 1734

Chobin Heshikiya authored the Kumi-odori dance “Temizu-no-En.” He was the
greatest scholar of Japanese literature in modern Okinawan history. During the
period of hardship under the rule of the Satsuma Clan, he was modest about his
status as a member of the samurai class and looked with warmth to farmers and
others in need by providing them assistance. In 1727, he was stationed in Heshi-
kiya as the steward of the land and dug reservoirs for farmers worried about
water shortages. The “Heshikiya-takino” mound was built with the dirt removed
to make these water basins.
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Anmei Majikina, Physician and Prefectural Assembly-
man, 1884 ~ 1935

As a physician, Anmei Majikina had the responsibility of caring for the health of
residents, yet he also ran for and was elected to the Prefectural Assembly in 1929
with the goal of improving the regional economy, municipal administration and
education. To preserve the farmlands in the Yonashiro district, he was able to
have the area included in the Okinawa Prefecture 15-Year Promotion Plan. He
devoted his energy to the work of constructing embankments along the entire
coastal area as well as promoting farmland consolidation projects, public works
programs, farm roads, and river projects.
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Scenes from “lkei Mura Yuso”
Following the Footsteps of Sai Taitei

“Ikei Mura Yuso” is a collection of Chinese
poems that Sai Taitei, a poet who
composed traditional Chinese poems that
lived during the last days of the Ryukyu
Kingdom, composed in 1849, depicting
the scenery on his way to lkei Village (Ikei
Island), which was then his father’s
domain. The collection was first identified
in 2012.

The collection comprises 30 poems, of
which 20 are works penned in Uruma City.

Here, we follow the route that Sai Taitei
took as he walked to lkei Village and his
thoughts as he contemplated the scenery.
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Local Specialties and Signature Products
Specialties are made by the people of Uruma City with great passion, borrowing from the blessings of abundant water, rich
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land and the beautiful sea. Signature products are created by the wisdom of the residents in conjunction with the natural
features of Uruma City. Both boast of the pride held by the people of Uruma City.
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the atéway to four islands. @

Henza Island e,
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Tsuken Island

— 55 > q
| ,i—\':&%‘_m:m\ll Yakena Strait
Ji.}& ‘ Known as Okinawa’s Seto Inland Sea, the Yakena

SIHEDFEEESE W\VHONBE (T . Strait, which winds between small islands, is serene and
INSDEDBIEIREELIZPD tranquil.

Tsuken Island is also known as “carrot
island.” Carrots are grown in most of the
island’s fields.
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The classic image of Okinawa is not
~and nature of Hamahiga Islands:~
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On to Uruma Just Ahead

Yokatsu Peninsula juts out into the Pacific Ocean from the east coast of central region
of the Okinawa main island. Bridges join Henza, Miyagi, Hamahiga and lkei islands,
which are accessible at the end of the Kaichu-doro Causeway, and boats departing from
Heshikiya Port bring travelers to and from Tsuken Island. Then, it’s on to Uruma just
ahead where the scenery of classic Okinawa remains strong.

N
= iy
B DFLESEDHEIC(S
IROKEN DD

B Henza Island ';H

. The sea beyond lkei Island continues out to thé !
Ikel Island o = Henza Island once flourished as a
vast expanse of the Pacific Ocean. way-stop for Maran trading ships.
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Preserving Okinawa’s Culture and
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Reviving Maran Trading Ships

Maran trading ships had a key role in Okinawa’s maritime
transport before the war. After a half-century absence, the
nostalgic image of the Maran trading ship sailing across the sea
with its sails full of wind is revived in the sea around Uruma City by
using shipbuilding techniques developed and handed down over
many years.
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History for Future Generations
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Cultural Sea Museum
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Uruma City Ishikawa Museum of History

SHEIMANHBELYR. ZORECKREQORBAIRES N, BEROHED
BUR-BE-BE - X-EEOHEREB S HIBTI . ZDL S BIRBERDE
NHERS 2 XMHA)EZ/NERAKERHBTOELEREL 2x4DMARTES 12
RBEBAVASZRBEEERERZHROICERBRULTVWE Y,

S>5EMAlIEZTH1&ES5%S
TEL 098-965-3866

42 it HBEE 2015

Ul



ART & CULTURE & NATURE %—ﬁﬁ 4 I‘b i E%
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Uruma City Folk Art Theater
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Wild Bird Park
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Okinawa Prefecture Ishikawa Youth Center
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Uken Beach
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Tumai Beach
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Tonnaha Beach
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Hama Furusato Seacoast
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Kaichu-doro Causeway

BEXENSFREEZHIERITKMOERELER FTRES. BHE. FHEANT Y
EALTVWERI WY A RICEBOEND BEREHINBRZATI-XELTATDLH D
I VA YRS =T 4V - BKB-HAMR—RBEDY Y Y RAIR—YHEATY,

>3 EmESMEETF

Sz meER 2015 | 45



D25XTTD NERERNZETLHAREDS
S PILELEEEDED

City of Bountiful Nature, Serenity and Health Where Man and History are in Harmony
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Uruma City is a new municipality formed through the merger of two cities, Gushikawa City and
Ishikawa City, and two towns, Katsuren Town and Yonashiro Town. It is the city that has a population of
approximately 122,000 people and a land area of 86.08km2. Uruma City, which takes its name from the
Okinawan word “uruma” meaning “coral island,” is known as a city of scenic beauty in harmony with the
sky, the ocean and the bridge where the beautiful Ayahashi Bridge joins islands surrounded by cobalt
blue sea. Uruma City is dotted with numerous historical sites, including the Kaichu-doro Causeway,
which extends the farthest of any in the Orient, and World Heritage Site Katsuren-Jo Site. Traditional
performing arts, such as eisa and Lion Dance, are very popular here, and the city is well known for having
the best bullfights in Okinawa.
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The nature of Uruma City is almost a microcosm of the diverse nature found throughout Okinawa. From
Mount Ishikawa covered with natural broad-leaved trees, the Tengan River traversing through almost the
middle of Uruma City to flow into Kin Bay, and the “Road through the Sea,” Uruma City also comprises Hes-
hikiya Island, Miyagi Island, Ikei Island, Hamahiga Island, as well as Ukibaru Island and Tsuken Island on the
Pacific Ocean.
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Friendship City Alliance with Morioka City

Morioka City
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Exchanges between Morioka City and Uruma City began with the appearance of Manami Higa, an actress from Uruma City, in the NHK drama
“Dondo Hare,” which was set in Morioka City, lwate Prefecture. A Friendship City Alliance between the two cities was concluded on July 31, 2012.
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School Education

Uruma City has 21 kindergartens(18 public and
3 private), 18 elementary schools and 10 junior
high schools, two of which are integrated
elementary and junior high schools. Encom-
passing both urban and rural areas, the city has
schools that are large, medium and small-sized
as well as integrated elementary and junior high
schools. One integrated school has been desig-
nated in a rural area.

The city’s aim of school education is to“pro-
mote education that fosters the ability of
students to learn and think on their own along
with developing sound academic ability.” Cen-
tral to the city’s aim is to have each and every
child of all ages be sure to acquire the basic and
fundamental knowledge and skills for learning,
and the city has launched measures to achieve
this aim. In addition, our aim is to nurture a rich
humanity embodying a respect for life, consid-
eration for others and sociability, which are also

the cornerstone of a zest for life.

Also, Uruma City strivesto createan
environment in which the municipal
government, schools, families and the
community join hands to help infants,
children and students to live without
anxiety, and gives its utmost effort to
making schools safe and secure.

Kindergarten education is grounded in
the Kindergarten Education Guidelines
and the curriculum organized to suit
the actual conditions of each kinder-
garten. Kindergarten education culti-
vates the seeds of an independent and
self-sufficient spirit through the
improved and enriched annual instruc-
tion plan.

School education needs policies that
bring the school, family, community
and municipal government together as
one. Uruma City works to “create open
schools” through cooperation with
parents and the community and the
utilization of human resources in the
community, and it also promotes the
creation of schools, which have the
trust of the community.

S>3 %M HHEE 2015

57



IR R4 #6301
Pr2fiio 0’

IS
v
e
o B

Social Education

5% XM HHEE 2015

K% — D QD v0sw’
_ M NV ERERHITONVS #t°

58




ECFEO X LT,

-  AEHTR.ER—

? ADED VDT
. ECTHEnT

RN PERREEEML.H
ROEHRB=Z—XICHUIEE
FEEZXBEULTWEI It
LY EBREFDIES - BRIC
SH MRZBATEOHOIE
EFBDEEILDICBHTN
ESCIS
RUYNREZWRELT &
B E PR EFERS
DRARZHH TRESFET

Social Education

Uruma City is developing an
environment in which any citizen
can learn whenever and wherever
he wants, and provides support for
lifelong learning to meet the
diverse needs of its citizens. Also,
the City works to guide and
develop social education organiza-
tions, and strives to create a place
where lifelong learning enables
people to transcend generational
lines and learn from one another.

Through public community cen-
ters, Uruma City seeks to enhance
opportunities to learn by offering a
variety of courses, workshops and
classes. It fosters in its citizens the
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desire and ability to study while
striving to improve people's talents
and embellish their rich humanity.
Also, as part of the social educa-
tion, Uruma City aids a variety of
sporting groups and encourages
recreation and marine sport(s)
groups by holding a variety of com-
petitions and sport lessons so that
citizens are able to lead healthy
lives every day. The City makes an
effort to bring to fruition the idea
of a lifelong sporting society and
promotes competitive sports,
inspiring its citizens and fostering
dreams.
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Public Health,
Medical Care and Welfare

Uruma City’s basic goal is to "foster
a community where people are able to
have a healthy life and help one
another.” The City promotes a variety of

measures through the Health and Wel-
fare Center “Urumin” to realize a health
and welfare municipality.

Uruma City is endeavoring to
improve its welfare environment so
that all citizens are able to have peace
of mind, and is promoting the creation
of a society where people can live and
enjoy mutual aid and assistance. In
order to meet the diverse welfare
needs of its residents, the City strives to
implement meticulously designed wel-
fare services with the cooperation of
the Social Welfare Council, volunteer
groups, social and childcare commis-
sioners and other related organizations,
while at the same time enriching wel-
fare for people facing disabilities and
the elderly, and improving programs
offering assistance to those raising chil-
dren.

In addition, Uruma City has formu-
lated “Health Uruma 21,” a long-term
health promotion plan, so that each
and every citizen is able to safeguard
his own health and lead a full and
active life, while taking steps to pro-
mote his own health. The City has
developed a variety of health promo-
tion measures for its citizens from
infancy through later life.

S>5XM MPEE 2015




Regional Culture

FROMIwW

PRV SRR

EESHE=

1) H 23 3 JIE 2
IR #HIE S HRW
g OV 35 #e°

Te}
o
N
iR
i
&
£
£
#
0
n
[
©




{ERIBAEE 2 (RFE - HE K U L 0

TOREE-X-BRZRD

HREBITZEIF . TROED
PEFREEOHDZEEEHICATOHRA
DLDICHEDFT,

A TIH EHREEDO & DICEHFS
NTWDEERMZ RO ICERSEEZ
HEL BEENRBEORSICEHTVWE
ED

Tl HIBTTFSNTWS L DIE
E.IAY—PRIFELRETAANEN
LRIB=R - CH=REOREFHRAICED
TWEY,

ATOXILEE DI ER ERDTREE
MEIZ - Al - L R—ILIE X
e % 1 U o, &g O L EBFEIE
ZOEAEMDBZE R > THE D LR
BICKERZEZRLULTVWET,

Regional Culture

Uruma City is working to preserve cultural
assets and pass them down to future genera-
tions. Taking a fresh look at the local history,
culture and nature increases the pride and
solidarity of the citizens as well as makes the
City appealing.

In Uruma City, projects to improve the
Katsuren Castle Ruins, a registered World Heri-
tage Site, and other historical and cultural spots
are being promoted. The City is making a strong
effort to preserve the historical environment.

Also, Uruma City is working to designate
cultural assets for protection in the community
as well as maintain and preserve Eisa, lion danc-
ing and other folk and traditional performing
arts which are revered outside the city and
which the people of Uruma City are proud of.

The Folk Art Theater, Ishikawa Hall, Kimutaka
Hall serve as the outlets for cultural activities in
Uruma City. These are places where cultural
associations and activity groups from each of
the district displays their arts and productions.
Such auditoriums serve an important role in
promoting culture.
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Urban Environment

Uruma City is located roughly in the
middle of the Okinawa main island and is
blessed with favorable topographic and
geographic advantages. Connecting the
northern and southern areas, it serves a hub
function for Okinawa tourism thanks to the
World Heritage Site Katsuren Castle Ruins,
the “Road through the Sea,” and other
resources.

Furthermore, Uruma City has very conve-
nient transportation to and from the out-
skirts of the City and an expansive living area
with easy access to the Okinawa Expressway.
The City has a long and narrow topography
encircling Kin Bay, and is comprised of seven
districts (Northwest District, Northern Urban
District, Northeast Coastal District, Central
Urban District, Southern/South Coastal
District, Southern Urban District, and Island
District) which were established according
to similar terrain, civic functions, community
resources and other elements in each



district. City plans for future development
are moving forward on a district-by-district
basis.

In order to assume the role of Okinawa
Prefecture's core city in the years ahead,
Uruma City has been promoting develop-
ment of a network of roads aligning with
existing thoroughfares, such as National
Road 329 and prefectural roads connecting
to areas outside the city as well as the
Okinawa Expressway. The municipal govern-
ment is working to form a community road
network that takes into account improve-
ments in convenience for shopping and
daily life, the alleviation of traffic congestion,
and countermeasures in the case of a disas-
ter.
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Urban Planning with Abundant
Greenery and Pleasant Atmo-

sphere

Uruma City has Mount Ishikawa and other
woodland areas, the Tengan River water
system and other rivers, historical legacies
exemplified by the Katsuren Castle Ruins,
natural coastlines along on the island

districts, and a multitude of colorful and
attractive greenery. This verdure is precious
for preserving the environment, communi-
cating with nature, and enjoying the local
landscape. Uruma City is striving to preserve
this value and to pass it down to future gen-
erations.

In addition, Uruma City promotes the
development of parks and green zones to
shape the city scenery and offer a rich living
environment as well as places where resi-
dents are able to enjoy sports and recreation
nearby.
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Attractive City Development to
Draw out the Colorful and Beauti-

ful Landscape

Uruma City has a rich assortment of beau-
tiful scenery, including the magnificent
nature of the coastline and island districts as
well as the historic cultural assets such as the
Katsuren Castle Ruins. These kinds of splen-
did "Uruma Scenery" are the precious trea-
sures we have received from our ancestors
and must protect. It is our duty to use them
wisely in creating an attractive city. To shape
an excellent panorama, Uruma City has
formulated a landscape plan based on the
Landscape Act and promotes the develop-
ment of beautiful landscape through a
collaboration of the citizens, businesses,
municipal government and other groups.
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Living Environment

To protect the lives and property of the
people, it is important for a city to be con-
structed to sustain disasters.

Through its fire and disaster administra-
tion, Uruma City protects the lives, persons
and property of its citizens against fires, and
works to maintain and improve its fire pro-
tection facilities so as to protect against
natural disasters and mitigate any damage.
Also, Uruma City has established an inde-
pendent safety system within the petro-
chemical complex, and has been improving
and enhancing safety measures at facilities
where hazardous materials are handled. The
municipal government disseminates infor-
mation and educates residents about fire-
prevention and the use of home fire alarms.

In order to handle the annual increase of
emergency work (annual emergency work
increase?), Uruma City is training emergency
medical technicians, and providing courses
and training in a variety of scenarios to
rescue squad teams. First aid classes are also
held for community residents to improve
the effectiveness of emergency treatment.
As for traffic safety measures, Uruma City, in
cooperation with relevant organizations and
groups, is promoting an awareness of traffic
safety and attentiveness to traffic morals.

Also, to protect the natural environment
and provide comfortable living environ-
ment, Uruma City has established itself as a

leader by augmenting patrols to monitor
water pollution and turbidity in river flows
receiving household effluent as well as
discharge from factories, livestock barns and
other such facilities. The City is striving to
protect the health of its citizens and main-
tain their living environment. In order to
have a stable supply of safe and delicious
water, Uruma City has been strengthening
its water monitoring system and striving to
systematically upgrade dilapidated facilities
and drainage equipment so that it is
disaster-resistant. The municipal govern-
ment is working to extend the public sewer
system and improve the rate of access to
ensure a comfortable, rich, and prosperous
living environment. Uruma City has set
about constructing a recycling-oriented
society by using a designated trash bag
system, and trash is separated by type for
pick up in an effort to reduce and recycle
trash.
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Agriculture

Agriculture in Uruma City yields a multi-
tude of products from sugarcane to flowers,
vegetables, fruits, beef cattle, hogs and
many other products. There is an especially
large crop of chrysanthemums, tropical
orchids and other ornamental plants. Within
Okinawa prefecture, Uruma City is the fore-
most location for the production and ship-
ment of flowers.

In order to promote agricultural commu-
nities and important agriculture which is in
keeping with the distinctive features of the
region, Uruma City encourages agriculture
through the development of an agricultural
production infrastructure, including culti-
vated fields and agricultural roads to
increase the functionality of agricultural
land. Assistance is also provided to foster
successors and future agricultural leaders.
The municipal government works to assist
businesses in privatization and to make
operations commercially feasible. Uruma
City is bolstering all agriculture and devel-
oping those types which have particular
appeal through their creation of special
products taking advantage of the area's
characteristics. The City aims to create
brands for Uruma specialties as well as
signature agricultural products (carrots,
okra, small-flowered chrysanthemums, etc.),
and expand sales outlets for all products.

Along with brand creation and expanded
marketing channels, Uruma City has been
advancing policies to further develop the
livestock industry, including instituting
measures to address environmental issues
such as offensive odors, water pollution and
turbidity. Policies are promoted which take
into account the living environment of com-
munity residents.
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Fisheries

Fisheries in Uruma City are showing signs of growth as the city has
developed one of the few mozuku seaweed production areas in
Okinawa. However, further promotion and expansion of marine prod-
uct processing facilities and other related facilities are necessary to
bring stability to fishery operations. Uruma City is facilitating more
stable fishery operations by working to expand sales networks and
promote local production for local consumption as well as by creating
brands to expand consumption of local Uruma specialties, such as
mozuku seaweed.

To stabilize sea fishery operations, Uruma City is promoting a shift
from catch fishing to cultivation fishing as well as encouraging
resource management-type fishing in combination with coastal fisher-
ies.

At the same time, the City is securing and nurturing human
resources to take the lead in the future fishery industry. There are also
measures for promoting the revitalization of fisheries.

Uruma City is advancing the development of ports and other infra-
structure to sustain fishery operations, and is striving to preserve fish-
ing grounds .

Moreover, Uruma City is helping to create new fisheries that apply
the advantages of the sea by setting up cooperative ventures with the
tourist and resort industries and making good use of fishery operators'
knowledge of the sea.
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Commerce
In order to improve the city's commercial envi-

ronment with a view toward forming bustling
urban districts, Uruma City is striving to foster and
attract a variety of businesses and industries. The
City provides direction for integrating attractive
businesses by creating lively commercial areas
and improving community spaces, open areas
and public services. Furthermore, Uruma City is
strengthening its business foundation, promoting
modernization and operational collaboration, and
endeavoring to foster business successors and
various organizations. The municipal govern-
mentdisseminates a variety of information along
with holding events and other such functions.

The tourism industry is important and expected
to grow dramatically. Uruma City is aiming for a
uniqueness that makes the most of its many
resources, including the World Heritage Site
Katsuren Castle Ruins as well as a host of historic
and cultural heritages, beautiful sandy beaches,
and much more.
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Industry

Industry

The Nakagusuku Bay Port New Port Complex, which
has been designated an international logistics hub and
industrial cluster, is where the Okinawa Mold
Technology Institute, high-technology manufacturing
lease factories and other such facilities have been
developed. It is the only manufacturing cluster in
Okinawa. This incentive has prompted many
companies to locate there and create jobs,
contributing to economic promotion in Okinawa
Prefecture.

Furthermore, Okinawa IT Shinryo Park seeks to bring
together IT companies. Establishment of the Core
Function Support Facility and Corporation Location
Promoting Center was followed by construction of
Company Accumulation Facility Building No. 3, which
was placed into service in 2014. It is hoped that many
companies will locate here and even more jobs will be
created.

Also, with the objective of promoting employment,
measures have been launched to expand employment
opportunities, such as implementation of career
education including a job-shadowing program for
Uruma City elementary and junior high school
students, support for skill acquisition directly linked to
employment, employment counseling, and the
installation of a job-placement office terminal in
conjunction with the national government.
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Administration

As for the political environment surrounding
the region, a transition is being made from
centralized government to handing over admin-
istrative power to local governments. Moreover, a
new type of city planning is emerging with the
aim of "regional autonomy," allowing local
matters to be determined by residents of the
area.

To be a municipal system capable of handling
such a transition, Uruma City is increasing its
autonomy and independence, and promoting
efficient and systematic administrative and finan-
cial administration in its decisions and responsi-
bilities. Uruma City residents themselves need to
bear responsibility for the City's future. The
municipal government as well as the citizens
each need to have their respective roles and
responsibilities. As both sides increase collabora-
tion and cooperation, a system is needed so that
they are able to build the city up predicated on a
new way of thinking.

From this perspective, based on the Uruma
City Administrative Reform Guidelines and
grounded in the basic philosophy of "being a
municipal government that accomplishes work
through coordination with independent and
proactive citizens," Uruma City is tackling admin-
istrative reform from a new point of view so as to
realize streamlined and efficient administration.
The City is aiming to be a municipality open to
the citizens and founded on the idea of "one
Uruma City with citizens cooperating in town
planning."

City Council

The City Council is comprised of 30 councilors
chosen by election to be the citizens' representa-
tives. It is the decision-making body which delib-
erates the city budget, ordinances, and other
important matters, and decides the intent of the
City.

The City Council meets four times a year
(February, June, September and December) for
regular sessions, but may meet in extraordinary
sessions when necessary. Sessions are open to
the public and any individual or group may
attend and observe.

To enable efficient and professional delibera-
tion on numerous measures and issues, the City
Council has four standing committees (Planning
& General Affairs, Construction, Education &
Welfare, and Civil & Economic Affairs) as well as a
Council Steering Committee and special commit-
tees. The Council not only discusses issues
submitted by the mayor, but also appeals and
petitions brought to the table by citizens.
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